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MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
 

NEVADA STUDENT ALLIANCE (NSA) 
 

AGENDA 
March 1, 2024 

7:15 a.m. 
 

Desert Research Institute 
Southern Nevada Science Center (SNSC) Building, Conference Room 182 

755 East Flamingo Road, Las Vegas 
  
 

 
MEMBERS:       

P- Suzanna Stankute, Western Nevada College, ASWN (Chair) 
P-Kevin Osorio Hernández, Nevada State University, NSSA (Vice Chair) 
Absent-Boris Guerra, University of Nevada, Reno, ASUN (Secretary) 
P-Robby Boparai, University of Nevada, Reno, ASUNSOM 
P-Makayla Franklin, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, CSUN 
P-Brayson Gomez, Truckee Meadows Community College, SGA   
P-Matthew Hawn, University of Nevada, Reno, GSA 
P-Pio Rejas, College of Southern Nevada, ASCSN  
P-Nicole Thomas, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, GPSA 
Absent - Allison Vanholder, Great Basin College, SGA 
Office Vacant, Desert Research Institute, GRAD  

 
Guests:  
Lynda King, NSHE Senior Associate General Counsel 
Terina Caserto, NSHE Sr. Analyst and NSA Liaison  
Patricia Charlton – NSHE Chancellor 
Jeffrey Downs  - Regent 
Amy Carvalho - Regent 
E. Crawford – NSHE student 
Lahaina Cyrille Estomin – NSHE student 
Alejandro Rodriguez – NSHE Director of Government Affairs 
Catalina Wilson- NSHE student 
Araceli Salazar – NSHE student 
Heather Rikalo – WNC  
Teresa Marie- NSHE student 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE AGENDA AND PUBLIC MEETING 
 

NOTE: Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Notification is hereby provided that items on the 
agenda may be taken out of the order presented, two or more agenda items may be combined for consideration, and an 
agenda item may be removed from the agenda or discussion relating to an item on the agenda may be delayed at any time. 

 
The agenda and any supporting material, including materials submitted after the posting of this agenda but before the 
meeting, may be accessed on the Internet by visiting the NSA page of the NSHE website: 
https://nshe.nevada.edu/system-administration/departments/asa/students/nevada-student-alliance/, or by calling Terina 
Caserto in the NSHE Office of Academic and Student Affairs at  (775) 784-3442, or emailing her at 
tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu. Any supporting materials provided to members of the NSA at the meeting will be posted to 
the NSA website within 24 hours after the conclusion of the meeting. 
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically disabled persons attending the meeting. Please call 
the Academic & Student Affairs Office in advance at (775) 784-3442 so that arrangements may be made. 

Call to order: 7:16 a.m.  
1. ROLL CALL INFORMATION ONLY 

 
 Roll call of members and any persons serving as a proxy for a member will be taken.  
Roll call taken and quorum established.  
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Public comment will be taken during this agenda item. No action may be taken on a matter raised 
under this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be 
taken. Comments will be limited to two minutes per person. Persons making comment will be 
asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell their last name. The NSA Chair 
may elect to allow additional public comment on a specific agenda item when that agenda item is 
being considered. 

 
In accordance with Attorney General Opinion No. 00-047 (April 27, 2001), as restated in the 
Attorney General’s Open Meeting Law Manual, the NSA Chair may prohibit comment if the 
content of that comment is a topic that is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the NSA, or 
if the content is willfully disruptive of the meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous, 
offensive, inflammatory, irrational or amounting to personal attacks or interfering with the rights 
of other speakers. 
 
No public comment.  

 
3. DISCUSSION WITH BOARD MEMBERS AND INFORMATION ONLY  

NSHE CHANCELLOR   
 
NSA members will have the opportunity to have an open dialogue with the officers of the Board 
of Regents and the Chancellor.  The discussion will include student experiences, concerns of their 
constituents, and other matters related to their roles in student government. 
 
Chair Stankute opened up for NSA members to ask questions of the Chancellor and Board officers.  
 
Regent Carvalho answers a question regarding her goals during her term as Chair of the Board. Carvalho 
states she would like better communication, getting the Board in one direction and one vision. Regent 
Downs adds he is looking for cohesion on the Board and goals common to everyone. Specifically he wants 

https://nshe.nevada.edu/system-administration/departments/asa/students/nevada-student-alliance/
mailto:tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu
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the co-requisite policy to allow for boot camps for math and English; work on the Peoplsoft system to be 
able to transfer credit around; and a common application.  
 
The Chancellor answered a question about how graduate students at Nevada State, who do not have a 
student association, can be heard in shared governance. Board has policy and procedures for students to 
establish a student association. Chancellor reminds NSA Members that they have full access to her at any 
time and student voice is important. Regent Carvalho provides additional comment that student voice was 
important when provided for the recent conversations around COLA.  
 
Chancellor addresses an additional question regarding having a standing safety committee. She wants 
policy to come forward regarding structure to be sustained. Working with the legislature may help and 
financial support is needed.  
 
Chancellor addresses a question regarding how the student body presidents can work with the System 
during the upcoming 2025 legislative session. Chancellor introduces Alejandro Rodriquez who is sitting 
with the public during the meeting. Alejandro comments about starting early in the legislative session and 
working together.  
 
Regent Carvalho responds to a question regarding how the Board will work with the professional schools 
and how the Board will include the professional schools in the strategic plan. She comments about the 
Health Sciences committee and has entertained the thought of having a committee that focuses specifically 
on the professional schools. The Chancellor adds that medical is a priority for the state of Nevada.  
 
Regent Downs addresses a question regarding the recent legislation placing a reduction in the number of 
Regents and their terms by stating that it was passed in the legislature without any specific plan. Regent 
Carvalho addresses that Ballot Question 1, if passed, will take the Regents out of the Nevada Constitution 
and there is no plan yet for how that would look yet. Regent Downs expresses that he would prefer an 
elected board, not appointed.  
 
Regent Downs answers a question about the future of dual enrollment by expressing we must be careful to 
not enroll students who are not ready as it could hurt students. Regent Carvalho expresses that it is 
important to give underrepresented students the opportunity to enroll while in high school. She also 
comments that a discussion regarding mission differentiation and affordability with the institutions must be 
had and strengthening the partnership with K-12. The Chancellor then comments that we need consistency 
with institutions, compliance with accreditation and those discussions are being had with the Academic 
Affairs group and Presidents.   
 
 

4. NEW BUSINESS INFORMATION ONLY 
Items for consideration at future meetings may be suggested. Any discussion of an item under 
“New Business” is limited to description and clarification of the subject matter of the item, 
which may include the reasons for the request, and no substantive discussion may occur at this 
meeting on new business items in accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law (NRS 
241.010 et seq.). 
 

No new business.  
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Public comment will be taken during this agenda item. No action may be taken on a matter raised 
under this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be 
taken. Comments will be limited to two minutes per person. Persons making comment should 
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begin by stating their name for the record and spelling their last name. 

In accordance with Attorney General Opinion No. 00-047, as restated in the Attorney General’s 
Open Meeting Law Manual, the NSA Chair may prohibit comment if the content of that 
comment is a topic that is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the NSA, or if the content is 
willfully disruptive of the meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous, offensive, 
inflammatory, irrational or amounting to personal attacks or interfering with the rights of other 
speakers. 

 
Member Nicole Thomas – thank you for everyone being here, the work you do, and thank you for showing up and 
honoring our students. And to Suzanna who has been an amazing and wonderful chair. Appreciate everyone.  
 
Teresa Marie – GPSA Treasurer, a comment about dual enrollment, I was a high school student here and high 
school guidance counselor told me I would never graduate from a university. And I wanted to do dual enrollment 
and he was not supportive. So, I took classes at CSN and paid out of pocket and was a homeless youth. Three 
degrees later and now doing a fourth, I share my story and mentor kids. The partnership with K-12 is important 
because there are kids similar to what I was that are missing out on the opportunity.  
 
Member Matthew Hawn – this is my last NSA meeting and thank you to the Board. Working with them over the 
last three years we have been heard, whether the Board has been supportive or not, but that is part of the 
legislative process. I want to thank you for listening. Thank you to Terina for being an incredible mentor and 
keeping NSA cohesive year after year.  
 

Adjourned at 7:49 a.m.  
 

Posted in accordance with Nevada Open Meeting Law (NRS Ch. 241), at the following locations: CSN, Building 
D, 1st Floor, 6375 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146-1124 

DRI, Maxey Building, 2215 Raggio Parkway, Reno, NV 89512-1095 
DRI, Southern Nevada Science Center, 755 E. Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NV 89119-7363 
GBC, Berg Hall, 1500 College Parkway, Elko, NV 89801 
NSC, Great Hall, 1125 Nevada State Drive, Henderson, NV 89015 
TMCC, Red Mountain Building (RDMT 200) 7000 Dandini Blvd. Reno, NV 89512 
UNLV, Flora Dungan Humanities 9 (FDH), 1st and 7th Floors, 4505 Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 
89154-1001 
UNR, Clark Administration, University of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV 89557 
WNC, Bristlecone Building Lobby, 2201 W. College Parkway, Carson City, NV 89703 
System Administration, 4300 S. Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89119-7530 
System Administration, 2601 Enterprise Road, Reno, NV 89512 
Nevada Public Notice Website - https://notice.nv.gov  
NSHE NSA Website - https://nshe.nevada.edu/system-administration/departments/asa/students/nevada-
student-alliance/ 
 

https://notice.nv.gov/
https://nshe.nevada.edu/system-administration/departments/asa/students/nevada-student-alliance/
https://nshe.nevada.edu/system-administration/departments/asa/students/nevada-student-alliance/
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